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Florida has a new Secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
The Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation would like to congratulate
Shawn Hamilton for being appointed by Governor Ron DeSantis as the
Secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).
The secretary works alongside more than 2,900 full-time and 1,300 OPS
employees to protect Florida's water and natural resources. Along with
oversight of the agency's strategic and executive leadership teams, DEP's
regulatory programs, ecosystem and restoration programs and land and
recreation programs.
Shawn has worked at the DEP since 2007, where he has risen through the
ranks of the department. Early in his career he served as Ombudsman and
public affairs manager in DEP’s Northwest District Office. He was promoted
to assistant district director in 2010 and was appointed district director in
2011 and was subsequently promoted to interim deputy secretary of Land
and Recreation in 2020 and formally appointed as deputy secretary in 2021.
Mr. Hamilton has 20 years of experience in the public and private sectors, where he has proven to be an effective and
driven leader with the ability to influence and build trusted and constructive connections with community stakeholders,
elected and appointed municipal officials, and organizational team members.
Shawn has a bachelor’s degree in computer science from Troy State University, with a minor in business. He and his wife
Charlene have three sons Christopher, Brandon and Joshua.
Dawn McCormick, former Chair of the Florida Recycling
Partnership and Keyna Cory, Executive Director of the
Foundation met with Secretary Hamilton recently to talk about
recycling and other environmental issues

FDEP Recycling Recognition Award
The Recycling Recognition Program was developed to encourage private businesses, institutions,
schools, public organizations and citizens to increase recycling in order to reach Florida’s recycling
goal of 75% by 2020.
The Florida DEP Business Recycling Tracking Tool (Re-TRAC) is an easy-to-use tool for organizations to track, compare
and report their recycling efforts. This website includes free registration, so organizations can track different types of
recycling efforts and produce reports.
Requirements
• Businesses and Institutions: Private businesses and institutions wanting to be recognized are requested to enter
recycling and disposal data into the Florida DEP Business Recycling Tracking Tool (Re-TRAC). If you have
questions about how to set up your account, estimate your recycling and disposal weights, enter your data, etc.,
please contact Chris Perry.
• Public organizations: Public organizations include nonprofit groups and other organizations that are open to the
public. If you are a member of such a group that you believe deserves recognition for successful recycling,
contact us for more details.
• Private citizens: Contact DEP for more details.
• For 2020 and after, at least a 75 percent recycling rate is needed to qualify for possible recognition. This
recycling rate target is set by the Florida Legislature in 403.706(2)(a), F.S. If you do not have the exact quantities
of waste disposed and materials recycled, you may use the Recycling Rate Calculator (courtesy of Sarasota
County) to estimate those quantities. If you would like assistance in using the rate calculator, please contact us.
https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/recycling-recognition-program
For more information, please see the Recycling Recognition Program FAQ page or contact Chris Perry at 850-245-8759.

Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation Seeks Nominations for
Recycling Champions Awards Program
Do you have a recycling program that deserves to be recognized? Maybe you know of a great sustainability program
that you would like to nominate for an award?
The Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation is seeking nominations for its 2021 Recycling Champions Awards that will
recognize companies, organizations, governmental entities or individuals that have made a significant impact in
recycling. The group is also looking to recognize and celebrate new innovative programs in water reuse and recycling,
energy efficiency, sustainability and environmental stewardship.
Nominations are now open and self-nominations are welcomed.
Suggested Award Categories include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication and Education
Waste Reduction, Reuse and Recycling
Water Reuse and/or Recycling
Energy Efficiency
Environmental Stewardship
Innovation

•

Recycle Market Development

Applicants can be a non-profit; large business (over 100 employees); small business; governmental entity; or educational
organization.
Applications can be found on the Florida Recycling Partnership website – https://flrecycling.org/recycling-championsawards-program/and the deadline to submit has been extended to October 8, 2021.
Notification of award decisions will be made in November, with the awards presented during Florida Recycles Week
scheduled for November 15 – 19, 2021.
Last year five awards were presented, and the winners included Anheuser-Busch, DAR PRO Solutions, Florida State
University, Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful and Sarasota County Solid Waste.
This year’s judges will a combination of Deans and students from the Jim Moran College of Entrepreneurship - Master of
Science in Entrepreneurship, Social and Sustainable Enterprises Program.
Winners will be highlighted during a webinar scheduled for December 7 where they will talk about their award-winning
programs.

Florida Recycling Summit at Tervis …

Manufacturing and Recycling go hand-in-hand.
Join our panel of experts as they discuss how manufacturing uses recycling in everyday activities.
Panelists include Rogan Donelly, President & CEO of Tervis; Rob Harris, Executive Director of Sarasota Manatee
Manufacturing Association and Tom Feeney, CEO of Associated Industries of Florida. Our moderator will be Elizabeth
Castro DeWitt, President & CEO of the Florida Beverage Association and Chair-Elect of the Florida Recycling Partnership
Foundation.
Following the panel discussion, there will be a tour of the Tervis Facility.
Space is limited for this event!
Date:
Time:
Cost:
Registration:

Thursday, October 21, 2021
1:00 – 3:30 pm
$75 per person
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/florida-recycling-summit-at-tervis-tickets-168161005093

Florida Recycles Week will be November 15 – 19 …
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation are joining forces
once again to encourage all Floridians to recycle. This year’s Florida Recycles Week is scheduled for November 15 – 19
and will have daily educational webinars beginning at 11:00 am.
Here are the themes we will be using during the week.
Monday, November 15:
• Theme – “Take the Pledge” – It’s America Recycles Day! Learn more from Keep Florida Beautiful on how to
take the pledge at www.FloridaRecycles.org to:
▪ 1. Learn: I will find out what materials are collected for recycling in my community.
▪ 2. Act: Within the next month, I will reduce the amount of waste I produce, I will recycle more,
and I will buy products made with recycled content; and
▪ 3. Share: In the next month, I will encourage one family member or one friend to take the
#BeRecycled pledge.
Tuesday, November 16:
• Theme - “You Can Recycle Right”
o Educational information for residents to place the right items in curbside recycle containers. We will
also discuss what is recyclable but not curbside.
Wednesday, November 17:
• Theme – Recycling Award Winners Presentation at the Capitol (Press Event)
o DEP Recycling Recognition Awards
o DEP Recycling Awards for Counties with 75% recycling rate – Charlotte, Pinellas and Lee
o FRPF Recycling Champion Awards
Thursday, November 18:
• Theme - “Recycle on the Go”
o Tips for recycling on the go, an update on the “Every Bottle Back” program and DOT’s “Drive it Home
Friday, November 19:
• Theme - “Buy Recycled”
o Look for items made with recycled content when you make your purchases and learn about what certain
materials become after recycled
More information about speakers and registration information will be shared in October’s newsletter.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________

The Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation Executive
Director, Keyna Cory was invited to participate in The
Seaside Institute Sustainability Symposium on September
22. The Institute assembled panel of the Emerald Coast’s
most revered businessmen and women, as well as
thought leaders from across Florida. Dr. Mark McNees –
FSU Jim Moran College of Entrepreneurship moderated
the panel who discussed some of the best Environmental
Social Governance (ESG) practices and strategies for
leveraging business as a force for good within the
Emerald Coast community and beyond. Keyna talked
about the importance of recycling and how recycling
markets are rebounding.
Other panelist included Jeff Archer–Yolo Board; Dan Bailey–Amavida; Jennifer Moreau-FL For Good; Mike Ragsdale–
30a; and David Rauschkolb–Bud and Alley’s and Black Bear Bread Co.
Thank you, Thomas Cordi, Executive Director - Seaside Institute for inviting us to participate!

Member news …
Gene Jones, President & CEO of SWIX, has a new grandson!
Welcome to baby Walker Rhett Jones!

Be safe, stay healthy and keep recycling!
Keyna Cory
Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation
730 East Park Ave
Tallahassee, FL 32301
850-728-1054

