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Florida Recycling Award Winners to Present Their Projects
During Webinar on Friday, January 14
Tallahassee, FL – The Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation will host a free webinar on Friday,
January 14th at 9 am for its 2021 Recycling Award Winners to showcase their innovative and successful
programs.
Registration is free at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D4QyIdizQQObbo2Q-WnY0A
The 2021 Recycling Champion Award winners, announced during Florida Recycles Week in November by
Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation Chair Steve Lezman, are Green Works Orlando; Publix Super
Markets; Florida Power & Light; Rehrig-Pacific; Universal Orlando; Keep Brevard Beautiful; Abigail Wright
Chamberlin Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution and Dream in Green.
Representatives from each organization will present their award-winning programs during the webinar.
•

Green Works Orlando
o Green Works Orlando won Best Overall for its “ReThink Your Waste”, a citywide
educational campaign to teach residents what to recycle using bingo cards illustrating
ways to reduce, reuse and recycle items.

•

Publix Super Markets
o Publix Super Markets was named an Environmental Stewart Super Star. Each Publix
store is equipped with store-front recycling bins for customers to bring in their
recyclable paper, foam, and flexible plastics. Publix recently updated the signage on
these bins to provide clearer directions on acceptable items to reduce contamination.
Through customer and company recycling initiatives in 2020, Publix recycled more than
298,000 tons of cardboard, 12,500 tons of mixed plastic, and 5,100 tons of mixed paper
while diverting 53% of its waste from landfills.

•

Florida Power & Light
Florida Power & Light was cited as a Trailblazer when it comes to Waste Reduction,
Reuse and Recycling. At FPL, a variety of waste streams generated at power plants and

operating centers are sent to the company's waste consolidation facility to be sorted.
This operation is designed to look for opportunities to reduce, reuse and recycle
materials.
In 2020, FPL recycled more than 14 million pounds of scrap wire and metal, nearly
780,000 pounds of electronic waste, 11,000 tons of vegetation waste and 833,000
gallons of mineral oil. In addition, the company processed more than 142,500 pounds of
paper and cardboard for recycling, with help from Palm Beach Habilitation Center, a
nonprofit providing employment to people with disabilities.
•

Rehrig-Pacific
o The Foundation’s Innovation in Manufacturing Award went to Rehrig-Pacific. RehrigPacific is using alternative recycled materials for beverage and food systems, waste and
recycling programs, and automotive material containers.
o

•

Rehrig Pacific has also made a large investment into its new processing technologies
that incorporate recycled material, including bulky rigid and ocean bound plastics, to
make up a portion of the core of its new waste and recycling carts.

Universal Orlando
o Universal Orlando was a winner for its Waste Reduction, Reuse and Recycling Program.
Universal Orlando’s waste diversion program has grown from recycling cardboard,
aluminum cans, plastic bottles, and glass bottles to include a wide variety of materials
including organic food waste, textiles, scrap metal, and pallets.
On average, Universal Orlando’s waste diversion program has increased by more than
200 tons per year from 2014 to 2019. The food waste program grew from less than 10
restaurants participating to every Universal operated restaurant participating,
generating over 1,000 tons of food waste yearly.

•

Keep Brevard Beautiful
o Keep Brevard Beautiful won the Innovation in Communications Award. “Millie” the
turtle was created in partnership with 321 Millennials, Keep Brevard Beautiful and the
City of Satellite Beach. She is made from recycled surfboard foam donated by Sam
Barker, sculpted by Thomas Koet from Sandsational Sand Sculpting and painted by local
artist Christopher Maslow.
Millie is stationed at the beach crossover at Pelican Park in Satellite Beach and serves as
a recycling container designed to catch the eye of beachgoers. The accompanying
informational board explains what happens when sea turtles eat plastic. People can
then “feed” Millie recyclables for processing.

•

Abigail Wright Chamberlin Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution
o Abigail Wright Chamberlin Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution is the winner
of the Innovation – Community Action Award. The AWC Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution embraced the Florida Institute of Technology Oceanography
Deptment’s recent project that recycles plastic bottlecaps for an innovative research
project to improve the water quality in the Indian River Lagoon.

The bottle caps are collected, stored inside mesh bags and strategically placed and
moved, filtering the water in various locations under regulated conditions.
The AWC Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution collected 5,325 bottle
caps for the effort.
•

Dream in Green
o Dream in Green won for Innovation – Education. Founded in 2006, the organization has
grown from working with three schools to now serving over 100 schools yearly and
partnering with various communities to implement outreach activities throughout
Miami-Dade County.
The Green Schools Challenge has saved Miami- Dade County Public Schools
approximately $3.3 million in energy costs while conserving 35.4 million kilowatt hours
of electricity through simple, no-cost, behavior changes like turning off lights,
computers, and unplugging electronics. These student-led initiatives helped reduce or
offset approximately 53.9 million pounds of carbon dioxide emissions – which is the
same as taking 3,454 homes off the electricity grid for an entire year.

The nominations were judged by Dean Susan Fiorito and Dr. Mark McNees from the Jim Moran College
of Entrepreneurship.
The Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) organization. It is a coalition of leading
Florida companies and associations with the mission to educate policymakers, business leaders and the
general public about the benefits of recycling.
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