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Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation Hosted
2022 National (EPA) and Florida Recycling Webinar
Wednesday, February 23
The Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation hosted a webinar on the 2022 National (EPA) and
Florida Recycling Update on Wednesday, February 23. Presenters included Barbara Alfano, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 4 PCB & Sustainability Section Manager and
Karen Moore, Environmental Administrator for the Waste Reduction (Recycling) and Waste
Registration Sections for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. Foundation
Chair, Liz DeWitt, served as moderator.
2021 National Recycling Strategy …
Last November, the EPA released its 2021 National Recycling Strategy, a
critical effort to build a circular economy for all. A circular economy is an
industrial system that is restorative or regenerative by design. It is a
change to the linear model from which resources are mined, made into
products, and then thrown away. A circular economy reduces materials
use, redesigns materials and products to be less resource intensive, and
recaptures “waste” as a resource to manufacture new materials and
products.
Barbara Alfano discussed the newly released National Recycling
Strategy and infrastructure funding available.
She talked about the scope of Part One: National Recycling Strategy. The Strategy is to focus
on enhancing the national municipal solid waste (MSW) or “household” recycling system. The
Strategy identifies stakeholder-led actions to create a stronger, more resilient, more equitable
and more cost-effective MSW recycling system. The Strategy also acknowledges recycling alone
cannot help us achieve a circular economy. Finally, the Strategy commits EPA to developing
additional strategies pertaining to material reuse and reduction, food waste, and plastics.
The National Recycling Strategy Objectives include:
A. Improve Markets for Recycled Commodities

B.
C.
D.
E.

Increase Collection and Improve Materials Management Infrastructure
Reduce Contamination in the Recycled Materials Stream
Enhance Policies and Programs to Support Circularity
Standardize Measurement and Increase Data Collection

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funding includes:
• Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling (SWIFR) Grants -$275,000,000 for grants under
section 302(a) of the Save Our Seas 2.0 Act ($55 million per year)
• Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Education and Outreach Grants & Other Activities - $75,000,000
• Battery Collection Best Practices - $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2022, available to be
expended until September 30, 2026
• Voluntary Battery Labeling Guidelines - $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2022, available to be
expended until September 30, 2026
• Sign up to stay connected about the new grant programs
at: www.epa.gov/recyclingstrategy/forms/stay-connected
To view the Strategy’s action:
https://www.epa.gov/recyclingstrategy
Want to join the effort? All stakeholders can sign up to lead or support Strategy action and to
identify new actions for consideration. See Strategy Actions
at: www.epa.gov/recyclingstrategy/circular-economy-implementation-plan-online-platform
Florida Recycling Update …
Florida Statutes directs FDEP to provide a report to the Legislature
that identifies additional programs or statutory changes needed to
achieve the recycling rate goals when those goals have not been
met. As directed, FDEP provided reports following the interim goal
years of 2016 and 2018 and submitted the final report in December
for the 75% goal year of 2020.
In the report, FDEP suggested ways to potentially increase recycling
in Florida. These include options focusing on market development,
construction and demolition debris recycling, organics recycling, commercial recycling, and
education and outreach.
However, through partnership with Florida recycling stakeholders, there is an opportunity to
transform Florida recycling’s aspirational goal into a program that incorporates source
reduction, diversion of waste, recycling, and consideration of the full environmental impact of
materials used from cradle to grave.
Karen Moore talked about the 2020 75% Recycling Goal Final Report that DEP submitted to the
Florida Legislature and recommendations made by stakeholders.

Her presentation began with a history lesson going back to 1988 when the first Solid Waste
Management Act was adopted. Florida has had many changes over the years. Back in 1988
there was a “Minimum 4” materials goal of 50% recycling rate for each material. Those
materials included aluminum cans, glass bottles, plastic bottles and newspapers. Fast forward
to 1993, the list expanded and added steel cans. By 2002, the list was expanded again, allowing
local governments to select four of the following eight items: aluminum cans, glass bottles,
plastic bottles, newspapers, steel cans, yard trash, cardboard, and office paper.
It was in 2008 when the Florida Legislature created the 75% recycling goal by 2020. Although
Florida did not reach the goal, great strives have been made. Florida has a statewide over all
recycling rate of 50%, which includes renewable energy recycling credits.
Moore presented the recycling report recommendations that included:
• Convene a technical assistance group to develop a comprehensive waste reduction and
recycling plan
• Sustainable Material Management (SMM)
• Waste Diversion
• Implementation Plan for a New Goal – the three-year plan would include
o Recycling materials market development
o Recycling education and outreach
o Local government recycling assistance
To review the DEP Recycling Report to the Legislature go
to: http://floridadep.gov/waste/permitting-compliance-assistance/documents/75-recyclinggoal-final-report
Thank you to our sponsors – Florida Beverage Association, Publix Super Markets, Niagara Bottling and
PepsiCo.

Congratulations Shawn Hamilton …
Florida Senators unanimously confirmed Secretary Shawn Hamilton as
the state’s top environmental official during the final days of the
legislative session. Governor Ron DeSantis appointed Hamilton as
Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection back in
September but needed the Senate to confirm the appointment.
A 20-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force, Hamilton has been with DEP for
13 years. From February 2020 to June 2021, he served as Deputy
Secretary of Lands and Recreation, a department with a $391 million
budget where he led 1,160 full-time employees overseeing Florida’s 12
million acres of public lands and 175 state parks, trails and historic sites.
Before that, Hamilton ran the DEP’s Northwest District for nine years, leading permitting, compliance
and regulations enforcement.
According to his DEP bio, he has also coordinated DEP’s environmental justice efforts and commanded
several large-scale natural and industrial emergency relief efforts, including work on the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill, International Paper Mill explosion, Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Michael.

Florida Food Waste Prevention Week
There are three parts to recycling – reduce your waste, reuse when possible and recycle those
items that can be recycled. To reduce waste, especially food, the Florida Recycling Partnership
Foundation along with our members Florida Retail Federation and Publix will be promoting
Florida Food Waste Prevention Week.
For more information - https://www.savethefoodfl.com/

Join us April 4-8, 2022 for special social media
games and challenges, K-12 student art contests,
invention marathons, presentations with special
guests including celebrated local chefs, elected
officials and much more.

and

Florida Food Waste Prevention Week is a dynamic
week filled with engaging activities to raise
awareness and inspire people to reduce food
waste at home, at work and in our
communities. Learn more about this event
how to become a partner here.

Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation Member News …
Publix ranks among world’s most admired companies, according to Fortune
Shopping at Publix really is a pleasure — at least according to Fortune. The Lakeland grocery chain has
once again made the magazine’s list of the world’s most admired companies, published in February.
Publix ranked No. 42 on the list and is the only Florida company to make the top 50. That’s up from No.
48 last year. Another 10 Florida companies made the unranked portion of the list, including St.
Petersburg’s Raymond James Financial. [Source: Tampa Bay Times]
Be safe, stay healthy and keep recycling!
Keyna Cory
Florida Recycling Partnership Foundation
730 East Park Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32301
850.728.1054

